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Agents for the American Loyaliſts would 
more carefully avoid, than / giving offence to any 
perſon, whatever may be his rank or character, 
either on this or the other ſide of the Atlantic. 
Conſcious of the duty we owe to thoſe we repre· 
ſent, and ſenſibly affected with their preſent 
diſtreſs, we cannot entertain a thought of leſſen- 
ing the chances they may be ſuppoſed to have 


under the ſtipulatjons in the treaty, of any relief ä 


from the American States. On their account, as 
well as on that of the nation, we rather ſincerely 
wiſh, that it was in our power to aſſiſt them in 


every meaſure which affords the leaſt proſpect of 
obtaining a reſtitution of their property, than to 


throw out even probable conjectures which might 
PP tend to retard or Gru it. 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT, 


Bur knowing that there is a conſiderable 

number of theſe meritorious and unfortunate men, 
who, though they lately poſſeſſed all the happi- 

neſs which independent affluence could beſtow, 
are now reduced to a-ſtate ſcarcely above want, 

and others who are living on the Fenevo- - 
| lence of ſtrangers and perſuaded that they 
cannot receive any benefit from the Treaty, nor, 
upon any ground of reaſon, look for a reſtitu- 
tion of their property from the American States; 
and that a delay of that juſtice, which all men 
allow is due to them from the Nation, muſt daily 
increaſe the weight and variety of their diſtreſs, 
we hold ourſelf Bound! on their behalf, to ſubmit 
the following obſervations, and ſtate of facts, to 


the candid and humane confideration of Parlis- 
ment. 2.907 J 
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mentioned in the Treaty with m 


1. © REAL Britiſh ſubjects , 45 meaning, as is 
| conceived, all thoſe who were 5 reſident 1 in the 


_ Colonies 


T9 This exprefion b hure 8 Wande 
rican Commiſſioners, to point out thoſe Americans who for- 
merly were Britiſh ſubjects, and who, they contend, are not 
ſo zow; having, by ſome act, loſt their political relation to 
the Britiſh State. It is natural to conceive, that under this 
diſtintion they mean, that all perſons who were reſident in 
America at the time of the Declaration of Independence, 
have not been ſince that time real Britiſh ſubjects, although 
1 were ſo before; ; 38, by their reſidence within, and their 
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Jolonies at the time, or liace the. as Ira ich of 
Independence, and yet own proper :y in them. | 


C 2. Aeon who were reſident within the Britiſh 
lines, and had not borne arms ons the United 
States; and, Ld 


a "34 8 & 


he 0 who had borne arms againſt them, 


Prxsons ok the Erſt and ſecdkd Hefdribtidns, it 
is ſtipulated in the treaty, ſhall be recommended 
by the Congreſs to the ſeveral States for a reſti- 
tution of their property; and therefore it may be 
ſuppoſed imppſſible to aſcertain what is, or 
will be, due from Government to the Loyalifts, 
claiming a compenſation for their loſſes, until 


the xeſult of thoſe recommendations ſhall bf 


known : but in order to judge of the weight o 
this ſuppoſition, it ought to be conſidered, how 


25 he States, under the preſent croymltagccs of 


vo '4] 9101151 een 12 38405 
receiving he protection of, as 8 "Ace, dieß were eſta- 
bliſhed, they became their ſubjects, and Hot all political con- 
nection with the Sovereignty of Great Britain. In this light 
the States have. conſidered every perſon reſiding in America 
fince their uſurpation, and have accordingly exerciſed all the 
powers of ſoyercignty over "them. _ Unleſs this be the mean- 
ing of the expreſſion, it can have none; 3. becauſe. it muſt be 
allowed, that before the Declaration of Independence, all the 
Americans were 4% real Britiſh ſubjects,“ and muſt be ſo yet, 
unleſs that act of the Congreſs, and the late ratification & 
it by the Britiſh emen haue diſſolved their political 


6 1 | 
| a the 


6. 


_ ths property confiſcated, can reſtore | it, told, 
they be ſo diſpoſed. It muſt be acknowledged, 
that where the State has retained the right and 
poſſeſſion, it may, if it pleaſes, order reſtitution. 
But where the property has been Bona fide ſold and 
appropriated to the public uſe by virtue of its own 
authority, a reſtitution of the identical property 
muſt be extremely difficult, if not impracticable. 
For the laws, under the ſanction of which the pro- 
perty of the Loyaliſts has been ſold, direct, that 
the ſales ſhall be made under the ſeal of the State; 
and the property ſold is guaranteed to the pur- 
chaſers, free from all claims and incumbrances what- 
eder. Under ſuch circumſtances, are not the 
Loyalifts; whoſe' property has been confiſcated 
and ſold, deſerving. objects of the immediate con- 
- TI) and juftice of the Brity Government ? 


Tun conduct of che States, i in reſpect to the 
Lopaliſts, has been variant. In ſome, the pro- 
perty confiſcated has been ſold by the State under 
its great ſeal, and warranted to the purchaſers , 
and the proceeds. have been appropriated to the 
public uſe. In others, a part has been ſold, and 
a part leaſed for a term of years, and the rents 
only actually applied to the uſe of the State; and 
in others, a part has been ſold, a part mortgaged, 
and a part remains in the poſſeſſion of the rela- 
Lives of the perſon acrainted. EO DS 
„ e Han 
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Hap a reſtitution. of the property. confiſcated. 
al made a previous condition of American i in- 
dependence, and had the territory. claimed, by the 
United, States, Which was at the date of the treaty 
in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh arms, been retain- 
ed as cautionary pled ges for the performance of 
; the Sharon the va Ne would Have: 
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faith, EO well as by their public intereſt, — wt = 
the "Fentical property, confiſcated, OT, the value af i... 
But as. "the ſovereign authority of the States has, 
been We and unconditionally ratjicd. ok 
gation ſublifts : : on the contrary, * Jah: 625 the. 
| ufurpation which attainted the perſons, and con- 

fiſcated the eſtates of Britiſh ſubjects, and which 
before were void in themſelves, are, by the ſame 
act that ratified; the independence, become valid 
aud perfettly eftabliſbed. The Loyaliſts, who are 
ſubject to thoſe attainders and confiſcations, can 
therefore of right, and in juſtice, look up only to 
Great Britain for a compenfation. In this caſe 
they humbly conceive, that, by the eſſential ob- 
ligations eſtabliſhed by the ſocial compact, the 
Britiſh Government has become the fecurity for 
| their | indemnification, and having purchaſed peace. 


19855 * property of *. n Loyaliſts, i is 
"DAT by bound, 
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beugte by the principles of moral, as . ve ; of 


: NN Juſtice, to enſure it to them. 


Tas preceding tains new, Abu! little 


expectation even the Loyaliſts of the firſt and 


ſecond deſeription, whoſe property has been con- 
fiſcated and ſold, can reaſonably entertain of a 
reſtitution; and when the circumſtances of 'thofe 


of the third are candidly conſidered, it will appear 


that any hope of reſtitution or compenſation 


whatever muſt be deluſive and vain. For the 


recommendations of the Congreſs, in reſpect to 


them; is not for a fair and juſt reſtitution of their | 


property. It is indeed ſtipulated, in the treatyz 
that they ſhall have the liberty to go. to the 
ec United States, and there to remain twelve 
« months unmoleſted in their endeavours to ob⸗ 
te tain reſtitution ;” and it is further agreed, that 
de the Congreſs ſhall recommend to the States, 


te that ee eſtates ſhall be reſtored to them, they _ 


« refunding the Bona fide price which the pur- 
& chaſer may have paid.” But this is ſo far from 
affording to the Loyaliſts the leaſt proſpe& of 
relief, that it is an inſult to their feelings, and a 
mockery of their misfortunes. For it is, theſe 


unfortunate. men who have uniformly oppoſed | 


and obſtructed, for years, the great object of the 


uſurpers; and who, i in the courſe of the war, have 


PvE many of them to death. The implacable 
B ET _ reſent» 


* 
f 
| 
| 
| 
l 


12 1 
reſentment of their ſurviving friends and relatives 
is naturally to be expected, more eſpecially as it 
is well known, that many hundred Loyaliſts have 
already been put to death, merely on account of 
the aſſiſtance given to the Britiſh Generals. It is 
therefore impoſſible for the Loyaliſts, againſt 


whom ſuch reſentment ſubſiſts, even * to go to 


« America,” to uſe their « endeavours” to re- 
purchaſe their eſtates, unleſs they can prepare 
their minds to meet with fortitude every inſull, 
and even death itſelf. Beiides, where are men, who 
have forfeited all they poſſeſſed on earth, to find 
money to repurchaſe their Property. There is no 

proviſion for it in the Treaty, nor is it poſſible for 
them to procure it elſewhere; and until they can 
procure the money, what ſucceſs can they Roſ- 
ſibly promiſe themſelves in ſuch an application? 


Bur let us ſuppoſe, for argument ſake, that 
the Loyaliſts have the money, where is the be- 
nefit of paying the value for their own property? 
Will they not act with more wiſdom and pru- 
dence in keeping their money, and reſiding among 
friends, than in croſſing the Atlantic, in order to 
throw themſelves into the power of their unre- 
Jenting and triumphant enemies, ſubjecting them- 
ſelves to inſults, and perhaps to death itſelf ? Were 
It poſſible for men of generous minds to do an 
ok ſo mae to wa "STE: is noble in human 


nature, 


8 + Tas 4 


L 19: 1 


nature, à ſenſe of their own danger, and the 
ty of an witnleeurce. would forbid it. 


| sudo it be here objected, that ſome eftates 
have been ſold . under the real value, the anſwer 
is, thar though this may be the caſe in one or 
two of the Colonies, it is otherwiſe in moſt of 
them. And even where it is the fact, in a variety 

of inſtances it will be found, that the immediate 

purchaſer under the State hab ſold it to another 
for the full value; and, in like manner, the ſecond 
purchaſer has ſold it to a third. Beſides, when 
the nature of the application to repurchaſe the 
property, with the anſwers which will be probas 


bly made by the poſſeſſor, are en nn 
this 1 muſt vaniſh. . 


* Loyaliſt, who has borne arms 40320 5 
State, is to apply to the poſſeſſor of his pro- 
perty to {ell it at the price he had given for it. 
What will be the natural anſwer of the poſſeſſor? 
The ſame which every Engliſhman, holding an 
eſtate under the Britiſh Government, would make 

on the like occaſion, © I have bought your 

44 eſtate at a public ſale, and given more than 
1 any other bidder, It was ſold under the ſeal 
| * of the State, and the faith of government; 

"ne and the wes people of this ſociety are my 
" guaran- 
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ee Svarantees. I have Bona fide paid the con- 


.« {ideratton money intò the public exchequer, 
e and therefore I will neither give it up to you, 


ec ner the State.” Should the Loyalifts, reply, 
ce You have bought a great bargain;“ U will, not 
we poſſeſſor rejoin, © I, know it, and for that 

very reaſon no man ſhould. have it at the price 
” $1 gave for it, even if I had not expended con- 
ec ſiderable ſums of money in repairs; and much 
4. lefs a man who. is my. enemy, and at this mo- 
ce ment ſtands eech a zraitor to my coun» 
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Tunuvs it is evident, that there is not even ls 
ſernBlance of proviſion made for perſons of their 


deſeription; for the recommendation reſpecting 


them, cannot be in any degree beneficial ; nor 


can they, in all the variety of arguments, find 
- one which gives them a reaſonable hope or 


poſſibility of relief, hut in the juſtice of the Britifh 
Parliament. In this, as they have great reaſon, 
they humbly truſt; and that it will not be de- 
layed on account of any uncertainty in the events 
which relate to perſons: of the firſt and ſecond de- 
ſcriptions. For they beg leave to ſuggeſt, that 
beſore a due enquiry into the merits. and loſſes of 


the third deſeription can be concluded, the ulti- 


mate reſolutions of the American States muſt 
be perfectly knowa in reſpect to the v and /e- 


Tux 


TL 157 17 


Tae Loyaliſts, deſirous only that national 
juſtice may be ſtrictly adminiſtered on this occa- 
ſion, and that no impoſition may take place on 
their fellow - ſubjects in Great Britain, humbly 
truſt, that a commiſſion, veſted with the oomplete 
powers of. judicial enquiry, will be eſtabliſhed under 
the authority of Parliament, to proceed imme- 
diately on an examination of the merits and claims 
af the third deſcription of Doyaliſts, with powers 
to take into their conſideration, all ſuch deſcrip-- 
tions of men who hnave been called on by their 
Sovereign, under the authority of Parliament, to 
defend its ſupreme rights; and who have, in con- 


ſequence of their obedience, ſuffered an attainder 


of their r. act” a N of 555 
e e bad int: cr 
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"by A aſe a. Faint it ſeeras FEE neadleſs, 
to intimate the neceſſity of ſuch an enquiry. It 
is neceſſary to aſcertain immediately the merits and! 
loſſes of the third deſcription of Loyaliſts, who: 
have no chance of relief from the ſtipulations of 
the Treaty, although they have the ſtrongeſt 
claim on the ſociety. It is neceſſary to decide 
upon the merits and loſſes of others, whoſe 
eſtates have been confiſcated and /o/d on account 
of their loyalty. It is neceſſary to diſcriminate 
between the Pretender (if any ſuch there be) and 
the real Loyaliſt. Indeed it is impoſſible to con- 
ceive, how juſtice can be done either to the nation 
An | 2 in 
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it general, or the: Loyaliſts/i in » particular without 


—— — — — 


OR. * — 
—— — — — —— — 


2 . —ů ˙¾ 6 ..... — x —er 
* - 


ay * J 1 
kn J 


* 0 ; int 1590 l 15 


+ 


Ina miles vn 3 of n e has: 
been different. Where one or a few perſons only 
have ſuffered, the proofs have been received, and 
referred to the Committee of Supplies: but where 
numbers have been concerned, and the caſe 
has been perplexed with claimants of different 
deſcriptions and degrees of merit, the rule has 
been to eſtabliſh, by act of Parliament, a com- 
miſſion, veſted with full powers of legal and ju- 
dicial enquiry, into the loyalty, f ufferings, and loſfes 


of the ſeveral claimants. This was done in the 


year 17 10, in the caſes of Nevis and St. Chriſto- 


pher's, whoſe inhabitants had ſuffered by the de- 


predations of the French. In the year 1718, in 
the caſe of the Loyaliſts, whoſe property had been 
deſtroyed during the preceding rebellion in Scot- 
land and Lancaſhire by the rebels and the royal 
ar my 3 -and 1n other caſes, which it is needleſs to 
mention, when the nature of the preſent caſe ſo 
manifeſtly _ | n the n of e en- 
bee "OF CARTS Sr al HO cn n ih” 


W c it * 1 — ? rw as. a we ob 
againk the enquiry, that ſhould. it be. immediately 
adopted, It will tend to render the States more 
indifferent about complying with the ſtipulated 
recommendations 95 the Congreſs, and to pre- 

vent 


kt! 


vent their fnak ing tltat reſtitution to the Loyalifis, 
_ which they might otherwiſe do“ Upomthis ſug 
geſtion we cannot help obſerving, that it is 
founded on the 82 8 0 hs abſurd. 
principles: 


1. Tax the 3 
States will be greater towards their enemies, than 
| gay of Great Britain towards her friends. 


3 Tann the States will at from ptineiples of 
greater, wiſdom and founder policy than Great 
Britain, hy purchaſing over even their enemies to 
their intereſt ; while Great Britain, in order ta 
avoid complying. with the dictates of natural. and 
national juſtice, drives from her HOY * * 
wandt Are 


Fs ws the States will be PATIOS Bberd 
85 Ie ey to its enemies, while the Parliament 
will be cruel and unjuſt to its friends; and that if 


Parliament will not be f in fulfilling the in- 


violable obligations of civil ſociety to its on 
faithful ſubjects, who, on its ſpecial command, 
have particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
fidelity and zeal in the cauſe of their country, 
that the States, from motives of humanity, 


_ vill-wercifully pardon the men thus. unjuſtly and | 


 fhamefully caſt out by Great Britain, although 
they ſtand attainted by their qun laws, for a ſteady 
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oppoſition to their independence. Theſe up- 
poſitions are ſo far from doing either 'honour on 
Juſtice to the Britiſh nation, and the evident in- 
tentions. of Parliament, that Ow WIE be alto- 
* unfounded. | 


"2436, Lr ie be ſurther:confidered. that it is im- 
poſſible for the States to conceive that the Parlia- 
ment does not mean to make a juſt compenſation 
to thoſe Loyaliſts to whom the States ſhall not 
make reſtitution : for his Majeſty has been gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed, in a Speech to his Parliament, to 
declare, that © a due and generous attention ought 
ce to be ſhewn to thoſe who have relinquiſhed their 
ce property or poſſeſſions, from the motives of 
« loyalty and attachment to this country:“ and 
the Houſe of Commons, in their Reſolution and 


Addreſs to his Majeſty, have likewiſe declared, 


that << they feel the regard due from this nation to 
« every deſcription of men, who, with the riſk of 
« their lives, and the ſacrifice of their property, 
« have diſtinguiſhed their loyalty, and have been 
« conſpicuous for their fidelity BEE along _ 
cc « calamitous n. 


Tun Speech, and this Addreſs, h have i ſince 
been before the AmericanStates; and therefore, they 


can never imagine that a Britiſh Senate can deſert 


the prineiples of national juſtice and honour thus 
fully acknowledged, ſo far as not to carry its own 
reſolutivn, at all events, into ſtri execution, in fa- 

3 vour 


. 

vour of thoſe who have fought its aka and 
| ſacrificed their all in defence of its rights. Hence 
we may ſafely conclude, that they will act from 


the ſame motives of policy, whether the enquiry 


_ propoſed be immediately inſtituted or poſtponed. 
For the enquiry cannot tell them more of the up- 


right and humane intentions of Parliament to- 
wards theſe unhappy men, than his Majeſty's 


Speech, and what has paſſed in both Houſes of 
| Parliament, have already told them, | 


From this plain and aaa ſtate of facts, 
we truſt every man of candour will allow, that 
although there may be a chance that ſome of the 
Loyaliſts of the frf# and ſecond deſcription may 
receive a reſtitution of ſome part of their pro- 
perty from the States, yet that thoſe of the third, 
who have borne arms againſt the United States, 


cannot, with the leaſt degree of reaſon, hope for 


any benefit whatever from the ſtipulations of the 
treaty; and that they can look no where elſe for 
relief but to the juſtice and liberality of the Britiſh 


Government: and therefore, that while no bene- 


fit can accrue to the Public from a delay of the 
enquiry propoſed, the principles of national Juſtice, 
Nee and 1 _—_ demand it, 
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